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NANNUP TIMBER PROCESSING MILL 
Statement 

HON ADELE FARINA (South West) [6.43 pm]: I just want to make a comment in relation to Nannup Timber 
Processing mill. I have learnt that workers have been provided with a letter to advise them that the green mill will 
be closing on 5 or 6 September, which means that about 35 of the 60 people working at that mill will lose their 
jobs. The Nannup Timber Processing mill employs about 50 per cent of the workforce in the Nannup, so the closure 
is significant and it will have a devastating impact on the town; there is no question about that. I do not know 
whether rehashing the whole timber industry debate will be of any help at this time; it certainly will not deliver 
the people of Nannup any answers. As soon as I learnt about the situation, I spoke with the Shire of Nannup 
president, Tony Dean. I then contacted relevant ministers to alert them to the announcement and to urge them to 
do whatever we could as a government to assist the workers and the community through this period of transition 
that they will be going through. The issue that remains is whether the dry mill will also close. There has been 
a significant investment in the dry mill, so there is some opportunity to perhaps keep that running or to sell it to 
someone else who can keep it running as a smaller enterprise. Those issues need to be explored. 

I am pleased to report that Hon Alannah MacTiernan instructed her office to contact the Nannup shire president to 
have a discussion with him. They have already offered the assistance of the South West Development Commission 
to start discussions about the community’s needs and a way forward. I have undertaken to meet with Tony Dean, 
councillors and workers who have lost their jobs at a time that is appropriate for them. They need a bit of time for 
the dust to settle and to understand exactly what the implications will be. I have already made that offer and I will 
continue to talk to ministers to ensure that we are able to provide whatever assistance we can. 

It is very important to put on the record that the mill has confronted significant increases in the cost of power and 
of transporting logs, as well as a reduction in log size and quality. We have ended up with a situation in which log 
mills are a long distance from the log source. That is not an ideal situation and as a result transport costs have 
added significantly to production costs. These issues need to be dealt with. We have known about these issues for 
the last 10 years or more. It needs to be put on the record that the previous government did nothing during its two 
terms of government to address any of those issues. That was despite frequent efforts by the timber industry to 
bring these issues to the government’s attention and a number of proposals to address these issues. But 
finger-pointing is not going to solve the situation; we have to get on with trying to address the problem and 
minimise the impact on Nannup and the affected workers, and hopefully find a way to keep the dry mill operating 
so that the workers who have retained their jobs at this point will continue to do so in the future. There are 
significant problems in managing the timber industry, but these have been well known for a long time. It is really 
important that members on all sides of this chamber work together to resolve those issues. Finger-pointing at 
history will not resolve any issues. We also need to address increased power prices, because they are having 
a significant impact on not only the timber industry, but also businesses across the state. 
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